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May 8, 2026 

 
Dartmouth College Board of Trustees 
6001 Parkhurst Hall 
Dartmouth College 
Hanover, New Hampshire 03755 
 

Via email to Office.of.the.Secretary@Dartmouth.edu 
 

To the Dartmouth College Board of Trustees: 

On behalf of the board of directors of DGALA, I write for the second time in 
two years to express our great dismay that the Board of Trustees has once 
again announced plans to award an honorary degree that celebrates the 
denigration of LGBTQIA+ individuals.  In 2024, it was a degree to an employee 
of Uganda Christian University, an aggressive denier of LGBTQIA+ rights.  In 
reply to my letter, Liz Lempres phoned me and gave assurances that steps 
would be taken to avoid such honoraria in the future. 

Today, the nominee is Greg Lukianoff, an individual who regularly makes public 
statements claiming that “freedom of speech” justifies openly denying the 
basic humanity of transgender people. Thus, Lukianoff claims that anyone has 
the right to refer to transgender men as women and to transgender women as 
men.  Freedom of speech is an important value in our society, but it should not 
be weaponized to demean others.  And yet, such demeaning is a main 
Lukianoff talking point.   

The first qualification stated on the College's website for an honorary degree 
recipient is that “Nominees must serve as role models for the graduating class 
and the greater Dartmouth community.”  Is Lukianoff really the model that the 
Trustees seek to put forth to the Class of 2026 and to the greater Dartmouth 
community?  We very much hope not, and yet honoring Mr. Lukianoff sends 
just such a deeply discouraging and quite frankly, depressing message. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Erik Ochsner ‘93 
President 
 
Cc:  
Members of the Council on Honorary Degrees 
Ann Root Keith 
Bob Lasher 
Jomysha Delgado Stephen 
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Liz Lempres 


